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tern was a heritage of imperial Roma, but in many sections it was
allowed to lapse into disuse, following the break-up of the Empire.
Recently, however, it has been repaired and added to, and, except in
the most rugged sections, the country is well supplied with roads.
Italy has also made rapid progress in building up its merchant marine,
which now ranks approximately on a par with that of France in
tonnage.

FOREIGN TRADE

Considering its size and density of population, Italy is remarkably
self-sufficient, and this is reflected in a low per capita foreign trade.
In value this per capita trade only slightly exceeds that of Greece, and
is less than that of any western or central European power. Exports
consist largely of factory products, and raw materials form the most
important group of imports. According to value, the leading individual
exports were cotton fabrics, raw silk, fruits, rayon, rayon and silk
fabrics, and wool fabrics; while the leading individual imports were
wheat, raw cotton, coal, iron and steel, and machinery.

Germany is the greatest market for Italian exports, and is closely
followed in this respect by the United States, France and the United
Kingdom. The same countries provide Italy with most of its imports,
although in this case the United States ranks first and Germany second.

Imports, being largely bulky raw materials, move principally by
water. On the other hand, the exports are chiefly manufactured goods
of small bulk and high value, and accordingly it is preferred to move
those destined for the continental markets by rail. This results in most
Italian ports having a considerable excess of imports over exports.
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